
 

Sunday Morning Schedule  
Choir Practice 9:00  --  Worship 10:00 

Coffee Hour at 11:00 

The Monthly Newsletter of the  

First Congregational Church of Oroville, California 
 

Informing you of our Ministry - Inviting you to Worship with us - Welcoming you always 

 November 2016 

Whoever you are; and where you are  
in your life’s journey, there is a place for you 

at First Congregational Church. 
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The Monthly Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Oroville 

Dolores Devol - editor 

Ph. 533-8883  ~  e-mail adevol@comcast.net 

The  CHIMES The  CHIMES 

November greetings. 

We are nearing the end of yet another year. More than ever, most of us will 

be relieved when November 8th arrives with the conclusion, we hope, of the 

“ten-year Presidential Campaign!” 

Notwithstanding our secular calendar, our Christian Year begins Sunday, 

November 27, with the First Sunday of Advent. That’s imminent. We look 

forward to lighting the Advent Candles with their symbolism and a mean-

ingful Christmas experience. 

As we begin our New Year we must focus on our self-imposed mandate: to 

“Renew our mission/ Move ahead.”  

It would be easy to continue our status quo position once again believing 

that we are “moving ahead.” This would be uncomplicated in the sense that 

we wouldn’t need to consider the changes required. But God demands that 

we “move ahead” in our ministry of proclaiming Christ as Lord and Savior 

to the world. 

That being said, “Where to from here“? In the past we have spent a great 

deal of quality time in our Courageous Conversation Groups and The Dis-

cernment Group proposals of over two years ago. On September 18, 2016 

we again reconsidered our mandate to move ahead. We have some excellent 

starter proposals and have addressed the “elephant in the room” concerning  

our fears about the future. Now what directs us to some specifics in our dis-

cernments? 

During my sermon on 10/9/16 I shared my views about core values. Those 

of you who were in attendance diligently took notes, of course, but for those 

who couldn’t be there here are some highlights. 

According to my research Core Values are fundamental beliefs of an indi-
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vidual or organization that are guiding principles that dictate behavior and 

action. These values help people to know what is right or wrong; they help 

to determine a right path and the fulfilling of a goal; they are unwavering, 

unchanging guides. They might include: 

A belief, or lack thereof, in God and/or an affiliation with a religious 

institution; 

A belief in being a good steward of resources and exercising frugality; 

A belief that family is of fundamental importance; 

A belief that honesty is always the best policy and that trust has to be 

earned; 

A belief in maintaining a healthy work/life balance. 

For the individual or corporation (church) they might also include:  

Sustainability, environmentally friendly, innovation, excellence, doing 

good for the whole, dependability, reliable, loyal, committed, consistent, 

honest, efficient, creative, motivated, positive, optimistic, inspiring, and 

courageous. 

I list all these to stimulate your thinking, not to overwhelm you. When we 

consider moving ahead or a new ministry we should consider what would 

be at the core values of a new ministry. 

Good thinking and praying about this and blessings to you all. 

 

Pastor Jerry 
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REPORTS 
 

Council... 
 

Many items were covered in our recent monthly Council meeting as we 

prepare for a busy Holiday Season and other activities that bode for a posi-

tive and inspirational year ahead. 
 

The Choir Festival at the Presbyterian Church was an outstanding success 

and well attended. 
 

A few property items were addressed, including roof and sidewalk repairs, 

installing a new drinking fountain, and possible removal of two storage 

sheds at the behest of PG&E, which recently removed historic trees at the 

O1d Oroville Cemetery and is now calling for more controversial projects. 
 

The Council discussed future concerts and wished Jeannie Maes success 

during her forthcoming mission to Mexico. We will miss her but look for-

ward to her letters and safe return. 

 

Jim Lenhoff, 

Moderator 

 

 

Trustees... 
October 12, 2016 
 

I’m back in Oroville again! Thanks to e-mail and phones, I was able, with 

Sandy’s help, to keep up with most of the maintenance problems and other 

business. Thank your other Trustees (Eleanor Pontius, Carolyn Lindsay, 

John Zenor & Shirley Stapp) for keeping everything in order. 
 

We thank the city maintenance dept. for trimming the trees on the Oak St. 

side of the church. The branches were rubbing against the roof shingles. 
 

The plumber has told us that the drinking fountain near the restrooms will 

not produce any more water pressure. We might consider Dixie cups. 
 

We will be in contact with a roofer if we still have a water leak in the Nar-

thex ceiling and check on an old leak in the kitchen pantry ceiling. 
 

The replacement of one of the compressors last summer on the Annex 
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building roof cost $1300. The YMCA contributed $700 towards that bill. 
 

Coming YMCA program schedule: 
 

 Karate Class: 

  Tues. & Wed. 6 to 7 pm and some Saturdays 10 to 11 am 
 

 Theater Group: 

  Tues. & Thurs.  4:30 to 6 pm 
 

 Day Camp: 

  Nov. 21, 22, 23 

  Dec. 16, 19-23, 26-30, Jan. 2 

  Feb.  20-24 

  Apr.  17-21 
 

A reminder, “S.H.A.R.E.S.” cards are no longer in use when you shop at 

Food Maxx, Save Mart, Lucky’s or Smart Foods. They are being replaced 

by YOUR telephone number. Shirley Quackenbush has information on how 

to do this. Our church receives a percentage of your purchases. This money 

helps fund our publicity expenditures. If you have trouble getting on the 

computer to record with SHARES (escrip.com/shares), as I did, call Sandy 

at the office and she will do it for you. Some people are reluctant to give 

their phone numbers out but I have used my phone number at Raleys, Sta-

ples, hardware stores, etc. with no problems. 
 

Thanks to a recent generous donation, we are able to keep up with our bills. 

As always; many people in the past have donated money to our Endowment 

Funds which has provided income to help maintain our buildings and some 

other expenses. We would like you to consider adding to these investment 

funds at any time or perhaps in your will which would be extremely help-

ful. As it is with everything, expenses have increased and recently have ex-

ceeded our income. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Warmack 

 

 

Diaconate... 
 

We are all getting ready for the fall season and many events. Many of us 

were able to attend the service at Trinity Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 

October 23rd, featuring the Annual Choral Festival.  Most of our choir par-
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ticipated in this and it was a wonderful service and music presentation.  If 

you missed it, look forward to it next year.  As in the past we didn’t have a 

service at our church but joined together with the other church. 
 

Bible Study is still going strong and we have two more sessions in the latest 

study of the Ten Commandments, October 30 and November 6.  Pastor Jer-

ry has done an excellent job of presenting the study.  We have all learned a 

great deal about something that we have always taken for granted.  
 

On December 4th we will have a joint service here with GracePoint Church.  

It will be a “Service of Thanksgiving”. It has nothing to do with Thanksgiv-

ing but just being thankful for all that we have and be grateful for our life.  

The service will be followed by a very special lunch hosted by the Gra-

cePoint Church. The service will be presented by Pastor Jerry and Pastor 

Roy and music presented by both churches.  This is our third year of doing 

this service.  If you have not attended in the past, please try to make it this 

year.  It is a wonderful and uplifting service. 
 

Hope you are looking forward to the holidays, such a busy time, but don’t 

forget to come by and join us every Sunday for our service.   

 

Shirley Quackenbush 
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 Kids Are So Honest 
 

 While I sat in the reception area of my doctor's office, a woman rolled an 

elderly man in a wheelchair into the room. As she went to the reception-

ist's desk, the man sat there, alone and silent. Just as I was thinking I 

should make small talk with him, a little boy slipped off his mother's lap 

and walked over to the wheelchair. Placing his hand on the man's, he said, 

“I know how you feel. My Mom makes me ride in the stroller too.” 
 

***** 
 

As I was nursing my baby, my cousin's six-year-old daughter, Krissy, 

came into the room. Never having seen anyone breast feed before, she 

was intrigued and full of all kinds of questions about what I was doing. 

After mulling over my answers, she remarked, “My mom has some of 

those, but I don't think she knows how to use them.” 
 

***** 
 

Out bicycling one day with my eight-year-old granddaughter, Carolyn, I 

got a little wistful. “In ten years,” I said, “you'll want to be with your 

friends and you won't go walking, biking, and swimming with me like 

you do now. 

Carolyn shrugged. “In ten years you'll be too old to do all those things 

anyway.” 
 

****** 
 

Working as a pediatric nurse, I had the difficult assignment of giving im-

munization shots to children. One day, I entered the examining room to 

give four-year-old Lizzie her injection. 

“No, no, no!” she screamed. 

“Lizzie,” scolded her mother, "that's not polite behavior.” 

With that, the girl yelled even louder, “No, thank you! No, thank you!" 
 

****** 
 

On the way back from a Cub Scout meeting, my grandson innocently said 

to my son, “Dad, I know babies come from mommies’ tummies, but how 

do they get there in the first place?” 

After my son hemmed and hawed awhile, my grandson finally spoke up 
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in disgust, “You don't have to make up something, Dad. It’s okay if you 

don’t know the answer.” 
 

***** 
 

Just before I was deployed to Iraq, I sat my eight-year-old son down and 

broke the news to him. “I’m going to be away for a long time,” I told him. 

“I’m going to Iraq.” 

“Why?” he asked. “Don't you know there’s a war going on over there?” 
 

***** 
 

Paul Newman founded the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp for children 

stricken with cancer, AIDS, and blood diseases. One afternoon, he and his 

wife, Joanne Woodward, stopped by to have lunch with the kids. A coun-

selor at a nearby table, suspecting the young patients wouldn’t know 

Newman was a famous movie star, explained, “That’s the man who made 

this camp possible. Maybe you’ve seen his picture on his salad dressing 

bottle?” 

Blank stares. 

“Well, you’ve probably seen his face on his lemonade carton.” 

An eight-year-old girl perked up. “How long was he missing?” 
 

***** 
 

God’s Problem Now! 

His wife's graveside service was just barely finished, when there was a 

massive clap of thunder, followed by a tremendous bolt of lightning, ac-

companied by even more thunder rumbling in the distance. The little, old 

man looked at the pastor and calmly said, "Well, she’s there." 
 

***** 
 

Keep a SMILE on your face ~ And a SONG in your heart! 

A smile - is a sign of joy. 

A hug - is a sign of love. 

A laugh - is a sign of happiness. 

And a friend like me? - Well that's just a sign of good taste! 

We'll be friends until I'm senile. 

Then we'll be NEW friends! 
 

     Submitted by Jane Warmack 
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 Only Churches in England can be so witty 
 

Following are some signs found on churches in England 
 

Submitted by Jeannie Maes 

 
 

God put me on this earth 
To accomplish a certain 

Number of things. 
Right now I’m so far behind, 

I will never die. 
 

     -Calvin & Hobbes 
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Where’s Melvin? 
 

Church mouse Melvin is hiding somewhere in the pages of the 

Chimes.   Can you find him? 

 

PARKING 
Sunday and evening parking for church attendees is available at the fol-

lowing locations by agreement between the Church and the owners of 

the lots. 
 

Lot behind the Cal Oro Manufacturing building on the NE corner of 

Bird and Oak Streets. 
 

Department of Education lot on the SW corner of Lincoln & Bird. 
 

 

 

Two Bees And The Bar Mitzvah 
Author Unknown 

 

Two bees ran into each other. One asked the other how things were go-

ing. "Really bad," said the second bee, "the weather has been really wet 

and damp and there aren't any flowers or pollen, so I can't make any 

honey." 

"No problem," said the first bee, "Just fly down five blocks and turn left 

and keep going until you see all the cars. There's a Bar Mitzvah going 

on and there are all kinds of fresh flowers and fresh fruit." 

"Thanks for the tip" said the second bee and flew away. 

A few hours later the two bees ran into each other again and the first 

bee asked, "How'd it go?" 

"Fine," said the second bee, "It was everything you said it would be." 

"Uh, what's that thing on your head?" asked the first bee. 

"That's my yarmulke," said the second bee, "I didn't want them to think 

I was a WASP." 

 

 

The Bats In The Belfry 
Author Unknown 

 

Three Pastors from the south were having lunch in a diner. 

One said, "Ya know, since summer started I've been having trouble 

with bats in my loft and attic at church. I've tried everything — noise, 

spray, cats — nothing seems to scare them away. 

Another said, "Yea, me too. I've got hundreds living in my belfry and in 

the attic. I've even had the place fumigated, and they won't go away." 

The third said, "I baptized all mine, and made them members of the 

church --- Haven't seen one back since!" 
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HELPING NEIGHBORS IN NEED 
 

    Our fall collection of donations to help our neighbors in the United 

States was taken in October. Our congregation will be sending $226.00 

to UCC. Our donations will join other church donations and be used to 

help where needed for projects in the U.S. 

    Many thanks for your donations and the joy it brings to us as we help 

others. 
 

      Our Mission Service 
      



 

Chimes Deadline will be Tuesday Nov. 22 
Articles may be left in the Chimes box at the church office 

or e-mail to adevol@comcast.net 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
6 Gil Goodman  

7 Russell Quackenbush 

18 Jana Black 

20 Emil Meyer 

21 Leanne Monica Converse 

29 Diane Toscano 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

None on file 
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Monthly Financial Update 

For the Month of October 2016 
Thru 10/23/16 

 

Approved annual budget for 2016–2017  $   94,712.00 

 Budget needs for each week:   $     1,821.38 

 Budget needs each month:   $     7,892.66 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Income for the month: 

 Pledges, gifts & tithes:    $    3,198.00 

 Garden fund     $         50.00 

               

TOTAL INCOME FOR THE MONTH:    $    3,248.00 

DATE GREETERS HOSTS FLOWERS 
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